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separated places in the Reich there were clashes between
these four bands. Usually the National Socialist S.A. and
the Stahlhelm worked hand in glove, whereas the Reichs-
banner Schwarz-Weiss-Rot had to defend itself on two
fronts, against the National Socialists and likewise against
the Communists. Daily there were dead and wounded.
And the only body which was available in the Reich for
the maintenance of order was the army, the Reichswehr,
one hundred thousand strong and excellently trained and
equipped. Thus when it came to weighing up party against
party, the Reichswehr was the deciding factor; and'no
Government in Germany dared to remain in office without
its assistance. For the Reichswehr had not only military
potency, but was also a power in the political arena.
Among other things, a number of active politicians had
come from the Reichswehr, for instance, General von
Seekt, General Groener, General von Epp, Captain Rohm,
and lastly and most important, General von Schleicher.
Schleicher
General Kurt von Schleicher plays quite a special part
in the life of Franz von Papen. This man, whom the
Germans called nothing less.than 'The Arch Intriguer',
made Papen Chancellor and overthrew him just as he had
raised Bruning to power and dropped him again. Much
in Schleicher's character resembles that of Papen. To a
certain extent he too was an adventurer, but principally
an intriguer. Yet Schleicher in contrast to Papen was
properly- trained, not only a capable officer, but also a
politician with ideas. He was a man who knew excellently
well how to make use of all the weaknesses and vanity of
his co-operators, who pursued an object which he had once
set before himself with a stubbornness worthy of admiration.
He was on good terms with all parties and was the official
liaison officer between the army and Parliament, and so
between the army and the parties. In his relatively young
days his superiors had realised the talent in this officer.
On the strength of a report on political defence questions